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can be infallibly made to appear as prominent
as a mountain upon a plain.

We now open these books, and find in them the
most astounding facts and events that ever hap-
pened, crowded together within a space short
and comprehensive, and out of all proportion to
their magnitude, judging by the ordinary rules
and methods of composition. These books are not
formal histories, but are put together, for the most
part, as memorabilia, or annals, and for the most
part unchronological in their details, relating the
same facts, briefly, plainly, diversely but harmo-
niously, in a fourfold biography of their Master,
by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Because
their history, unlike any other, brings " glad tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be for all people," as
it is declared, each performance is called " THE
GOSPEL" according to each of the respective au-
thors, of whom we have the following accounts:

MATTHEW was a Jew, the son of a certain A1-
pheus, residing at Capernaum, in Galilee ; and was
well-known to its inhabitants; for he held the
office of collector of taxes under the government,
and was at his post in the discharge of his duty
when called by Christ. He immediately left his
place and business, and followed him. This fact
of his life must have been well-known to the tax-
payers. He became an apostle.

MARK was also a Jew, the son of a certain
Mary, residing at Jerusalem, and a woman of some
little means. He might have been the young man
referred to in his own gospel, Chap, 14, vs. 51, 52 ;
and for that reason not named. He became the